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Washington DC

STATUE OF FREEDOM AIRLIFTED HOME FOR CAPITOL BICENTENNIAL.
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With clear blue skies as her backdrop and ideal weather that didn't get in her way, the Statue of
Freedom was flawlessly returned to her perch atop the U.S. Capitol on Oct. 23 after being
renovated as part of the 200th anniversary of the U.S. Capitol. Hundreds of tourists, residents,
legislators and congressional staffers were on hand for the occasion, as the seven-ton statue was
airlifted to the top of the dome. The crowds looked on in
anticipation as the helicopter and statue approached the top of the
Capitol -- as parents below reassured their children the statue
wouldn't fall -- and it was done so smoothly it seemed that the
helicopter pilots had done this all their lives. Workers on top of the
Capitol began securing Freedom back onto her pedestal, and the
crowd below applauded like fans cheering a winning touchdown.
The airlifting of the Statue of Freedom was the highlight of
a day that included a ceremony reenacting the laying of the Capitol
cornerstone, booming cannon salutes to all 50 states, speeches by
President Clinton and others, a reading by Poet Laureate Rita Dove
of her poem "Lady Freedom Among Us," and Liza Minelli singing
"America the Beautiful." The ceremonies celebrated the day in
September 1793 when President George Washington participated in
a ceremony to lay the cornerstone of the building that has housed
Congress since 1800. Since that day, the Capitol has grown with
the nation and has continued to be the best recognized symbol of
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democratic government in the world. It is there where Presidents are inaugurated and where they
deliver their State of the Union addresses, where Congress meets to write its laws, and where,
within its hallowed halls, is housed the history of our nation through paintings and statues. And
if the Capitol is among our most treasured symbols, then the Statue of Freedom is etched in our
collective thoughts of who we are and who we try to be as a nation. Until this year it had been
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in place there since December 2, 1863, when
it was raised to a salute of 35 guns. As I
noted in a May newsletter, from my office
I can see the Capitol just above the trees on
,,.,;.Y Independence Avenue. After a five month
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. absence, Freedom is now visible again,

~;a'....';,:.'-:' though it never really left at all.
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200th BIRTHDAY OF STEPHEN FU1l.RR AUSTIN. If the 200th birthday of the U.S. Capitol
seems a little too far away for you to celebrate, this week brings us another 200th anniversary
that comes a little closer to home. On Nov. 3, 1793, Stephen F. Austin, one of the principal
founders of Texas and for whom the state capital is named, was born in Virginia. Austin fIrSt
visited Texas in 1821, and established a settlement in 1822. Austin was imprisoned when he
advocated that Texas, therrbelonging to Mexico, should become a separate state. When he was
freed in 1835, he ran for the presidency of the Republic of Texas against Sam Houston. Though
he lost that campaign, he served as Texas Secretary of State until his death on Dec. 27, 1836, at
the age of 43.
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DIRTY lAUNDRY THROUGH THE MAo '4 Some people just have to make it harder for the
rest of us. Recently I learned from the House Committee on Small Business of one of the latest
postal scams that our country's small businesses have fallen susceptible to. The U.S. Postal
Service has announced that a "Mr. John Walker," who lists offices in England and Florida, has
been writing to restaurant owners with a request for reimbursement for a dry cleaning bill. In the
letter, Mr. Walker states that he was pleased to dine at the establishment with a local client, and
he says that "one of your wait staff accidentally spilt a drink and soiled my blazer." There is a
copy of a bill for about $9.
Many small businesses would not even question sending out a check for such a small
amount. The Small Business Committee estimates that Mr. Walker could have sent out a thousand
of these letters or more. The Committee suggests that if a business owner receives a letter of this
nature and he or she has no record of the incident, or if they receive other unusual requests in
the mail, to make sure they contact their local Postal Inspector's office.
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KENNEDY CENTER AT 21. As the Kennedy Center turns 21 this year, it continues its mission
as a national cultural center and as a dynamic force in arts education throughout the country.
Named for the late President John F. Kennedy, whose passing we will observe the 30th
anniversary of later this month, the center has become a place where art is able to reach
Americans from Annapolis to Alaska. Workshops for teachers, celebrations of music, dance and
theater ror young people, and atfordable ticket prices are among the opportunities provided by
the Center to increase access to the arts. Recently, I learned of the Center's "Imagination
Celebration" that is part of its 1993-1994 season. The celebration is especially meant for young
people and families. With performances ranging from "Alice in Wonderland" to Edgar Allan Poe
to dance company performances to the Ying Family Quartet, made up of three brothers and their
sister, the series has something for everyone. For ticket information, call the Kennedy Center at
(202) 467-4600.
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